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SAT/ACT Info Center

Visit our SAT/ACT Info Center.

College Testing Policies Table

● Search colleges for a snapshot of their approach to testing

● Filter colleges by SAT/ACT Policy

● Filter colleges that offer SAT/ACT Based Scholarships

https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-info-center
https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-info-center


SAT/ACT Info Center

Visit our SAT/ACT Info Center.

Articles on Topics of Interest

Learn about. . .

● The new Digital SAT

● What does Test Optional mean?

● Score Choice & Superscoring

● Accomodations for the SAT & ACT

https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-info-center
https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-info-center


Traditional Top 3 Factors 
in College Admissions

● GPA

● SAT or ACT Scores

● Course rigor



Why standardized tests?

Source: College Board
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Testing Policy # %

SAT/ACT Required 59 13.2%

Test Optional--temporary 59 13.2%

Test Optional--permanent 255 57.0%

Test Optional for Some 40 8.9%

Test Free* 34 7.6%

Current 
Testing Policy Breakdown

Based on a total of 447 colleges Tried & True Tracks

*5 colleges are temporarily test free



Colleges Currently
Requiring SAT or ACT

● Auburn University
● Augusta University
● Brown University
● California Institute of Technology
● College of St. Mary
● College of the Ozarks
● Cornell University
● Dartmouth College
● Florida A&M University
● Florida Atlantic University
● Florida Gulf Coast University
● Florida Institute of Technology
● Florida International University
● Florida Polytechnic University
● Florida State University
● Gallaudet University
● Georgetown University
● Georgia College & State University
● Georgia Institute of Technology
● Georgia Southern University
● Georgia State
● Harding University
● Harvard College
● Johns Hopkins University
● Kennesaw State University
● Massachusetts Institute of Technology
● Middle Tennessee State University
● Morehouse College
● Nelson University
● New College of Florida

● Nova Southeastern
● Ohio State University—Columbus
● Purdue University—West Lafayette
● Saint Augustine’s University
● Southern Arkansas University
● Stanford University
● Tennessee State University
● Tennessee Tech
● Thomas Aquinas College
● United States Air Force Academy
● United States Merchant Maritime Academy
● United States Military Academy
● United States Naval Academy
● University of Central Florida
● University of Dallas
● University of Florida
● University of Georgia
● University of Memphis
● University of Miami
● University of North Florida
● University of Pennsylvania
● University of South Florida
● University of Tennessee
● University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
● University of Tennessee Southern
● University of Texas—Austin
● University of West Florida
● William Carey University
● Yale University



UC Testing Policy: 
Potential Changes & National Impact

UC considering reinstating an SAT/ACT requirement  

● Faculty believe grades alone may be poor predictors 
college success

● New policy may be test-optional, major-specific, or 
math-only policies

● Any change would likely create greater testing 
pressure for students across the country

○ UC system has significant national influence

● Announcement expected June 2027

● Earliest likely impact to class of 2029



Admission Rates

College  Test 
Submitters

Admitted 
w/ Scores

Admitted 
w/out Scores Testing Advantage

Vanderbilt University 56% 7.3% 6.0% 22%

USC 49% 13.9% 10.9% 28%

Tufts University 50% 10.8% 7.2% 50%

University of 
Pennsylvania 61% 7.0% 4.0% 75%

Boston University 42% 25.0% 14.0% 79%

Amherst College 51% 9.1% 4.7% 94%

Notre Dame University 50% 17.3% 8.5% 104%

Boston College 43% 25.7% 9.6% 168%

AVERAGE ADMIT RATE 16.99% 8.0% 112%



Scholarships

SAT/ACT Based Scholarships

● 16.6% of colleges requiring SAT or ACT scores for scholarship

https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-based-scholarships
https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-based-scholarships


● New program launched in 2025 (separate from National Merit)

● Recognizes students in the following categories

○ School Recognition Award

■ Top 10% of test takers within their school

○ First-Generation Recognition Award

■ Top 10% of test takers within their school

■ On track to become first in their family to earn a 4-year degree

○ Rural & Small-Town Recognition Award

■ Top 10% of test takers within their school

■ Attend school classified as rural or small-town

PSAT National Recognition Program



● Should you test?

○ Yes

● Should you submit scores?

Should you test?



Understanding Test Optional

“Test Optional” means different things at different colleges

● Duke:

“. . .test scores do add information that admissions officers find useful in assessing a student’s 

preparation, and how a student compares to the applicant pool as a whole.  There were certainly some 

students where we wish we’d had scores and we didn’t.”

● Northwestern:

“While high school grades are a strong predictor for academic success in college, the combination of 

grades and standardized test scores has been shown to strengthen that prediction.”

● Visit our College Testing Policies Table

○ Under “SAT/ACT Policy” click “Learn More” to read testing policies from colleges 

you are interested in.

https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-info-center
https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/sat-act-info-center


Broad Guidelines

Consider submitting if you. . .
● believe your scores are an accurate representation of your ability.

● have scores that are above average for the college you are applying to.

● have scores that are above average for your high school or neighborhood.

● have a blemish on your high school transcript and with to make up for it with a 
high SAT or ACT score.

For a deeper understanding read “What Does Test Optional Really Mean?”

Understanding Test Optional

https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/post/what-does-test-optional-really-mean
https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/post/what-does-test-optional-really-mean


SAT & ACT
 The Basics



● Which test is more widely accepted, ACT or SAT?

○ Neither.

○ Every college that accepts an exam will accept either SAT or ACT.

● Which test should you take?

○ The test you are performing best on.

○ Take practice exams to determine.

SAT vs. ACT



Concordance Table

ACT COMP SAT TOTAL SAT RANGE

36 1590 1570-1600

35 1540 1530-1560

34 1500 1490-1520

33 1460 1450-1480

32 1430 1420-1440

31 1400 1390-1410

30 1370 1360-1380

29 1340 1330-1350

28 1310 1300-1320

27 1280 1260-1290

26 1240 1230-1250

25 1210 1200-1220

24 1180 1160-1190

23 1140 1130-1150

ACT COMP SAT TOTAL SAT RANGE

22 1110 1100-1120

21 1080 1060-1090

20 1040 1030-1050

19 1010 990-1020

18 970 960-980

17 930 920-950

16 890 880-910

15 850 830-870

14 800 780-820

13 760 730-770

12 710 690-720

11 670 650-680

10 630 620-640

9 590 590-610



SAT vs. ACT 
Differences

Digital SAT Enhanced ACT

Format Computer Based Exam Computer or Paper/Pencil

Length 2:14 2:05 (2:45 w/ Science)

Content

Math*
-recommend Algebra II

Math
-recommend PreCalculus

Reading* Reading

Writing* Writing (“English”)

No Science Section
*these sections include Science questions

Science (Optional-recommended)

No Essay Essay (Optional)

Visit our “New, Shorter ACT” blog post to learn more.

https://www.triedandtruetutoring.com/post/new-shorter-act
https://triedandtruetutoring.com/test-prep#practice-exam


SAT vs. ACT 
Differences

Digital SAT Enhanced ACT
Scoring 400 - 1600 0 - 36

Avg. Score 1050 21

Sections 

Reading & Writing Stage 1
-32 minutes
-27 questions

English
-35 minutes
-50 questions

Reading & Writing Stage 2
-32 minutes
-27 questions

Mathematics
-50 minutes
-45 questions

Math Stage 1
-35 minutes
-22 questions

Reading
-40 minutes
-36 questions

Math Stage 2
-35 minutes
-22 questions

Science (Optional)
-40 minutes
-40 questions

Avg. Time 1:19 per question 0:52 per question (0:54 w/ Science)



● How many times can you take the SAT or ACT?

○ As many times as you want.  

○ We recommend at least once. 2 to 3 times to achieve your best.

● When do you need to be done with the SAT or ACT?

○ December of senior year

Testing Timelines



Testing Timelines

Scope 10th Grade Summer 
before 11th

Fall of 
11th Grade

Spring of 
11th Grade

Summer 
before 12th

Fall of 
12th Grade

- Military 
academy
- Athletes
- Advanced 
& AP 
Students

- Practice 
SAT & ACT

- PSAT
/NMSQT
- First SAT 
or ACT

- Second 
SAT or ACT
- AP Exams

- Final SAT 
or ACT
- Begin 
Applications

- Any final 
testing
- Submit 
Applications

- Completed 
Algebra 2 
by the end 
of 11th 
grade

- Practice 
SAT & ACT

- Practice 
SAT & ACT
- Read

- PSAT
/NMSQT

- First SAT 
or ACT
- AP Exams

- Second 
SAT or ACT
- Begin 
Applications

- Final SAT 
or ACT
- Submit 
Applications

- Not 
completed 
Algebra 2 
by the end 
of 11th 
grade

- Practice 
SAT & ACT

- Practice 
SAT & ACT
- Read

- PSAT
/NMSQT

- First SAT 
or ACT
- College 
Applications

- Final SAT 
or ACT
- Begin 
Submitting 
Applications

P
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Upcoming Testing Dates

SAT Registration Deadline Late Reg. Deadline Score Release (Est.)

Aug. 22, 2026 Aug. 7, 2026 Aug. 11, 2026 Sept. 4, 2026

Sept. 12, 2026 Aug. 28, 2026 Sept. 1, 2026 Sept. 25, 2026

Oct. 3, 2026 Sept. 18, 2026 Sept. 22, 2026 Oct. 16, 2026

Nov. 7, 2026 Oct. 23, 2026 Oct. 27, 2026 Nov. 20, 2026

Dec. 5, 2026 Nov. 20, 2026 Nov. 24, 2026 Dec. 18, 2026

Mar. 6, 2027 Feb. 19, 2027 Feb. 23, 2027 Mar. 19, 2027

May 1, 2027 Apr. 16, 2027 Apr. 20, 2027 May 14, 2027

June 5, 2027 May 21, 2027 May 25, 2027 June 21, 2027



Upcoming Testing Dates

ACT Registration Deadline Late Reg. Deadline Score Release (Est.)

Sept. 19, 2026 Aug. 14, 2026 Sept. 1, 2026 Oct. 6, 2026

Oct. 17, 2026 Sept. 11, 2026 Sept. 29, 2026 Oct. 27, 2026

Dec. 12, 2026 Nov. 6, 2026 Nov. 29, 2026 Dec. 22, 2026

Feb. 27, 2027 Jan. 22, 2027 Feb. 9, 2027 Mar. 16, 2027

Apr. 10, 2027 Mar. 5, 2027 Mar. 23, 2027 Apr. 20, 2027

Jun. 12, 2027 May 7, 2027 May 25, 2027 Jun. 22, 2027

Jul. 10, 2027 Jun. 4, 2027 Jun. 22, 2027 Jul. 20, 2027



SAT & ACT
 Score Reports



Digital PSAT Score Report



PSAT to SAT Comparison

PSAT
SAT

320 1520

400 1600

1000 ≈ 49th % 

1000 ≈ 39th % 



Digital PSAT Score Report



Digital PSAT Score Report

National Merit Commended Cutoff

● California, class of 2025 cutoff will 

most likely be 221.



How to Access Your Score Report
https://onlinescoretracker.com/company/tried_true

Username: The same number 
your student used to test.
Password: verify



Tried & True Digital SAT



Tried & True Digital SAT



Tried & True Digital SAT



Tried & True ACT



Tried & True ACT



Tried & True ACT



Tried & True ACT



● Computer Based Exam

○ Not a take home exam – proctored at a school or testing center

● Technology

○ Students use either a school provided device or a personal device

■ Laptop, desktop, or tablet (no smartphones)

○ Testing application must be installed prior to testing

■ Students can try it out now: download “Bluebook” App here

○ If internet connection is lost during testing, students will still be able to 

continue testing.  Their results will upload to College Board once the 

connection is re-established.

The New Digital SAT

https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/
https://bluebook.collegeboard.org/


Section Adaptive Testing

The New Digital SAT

Math Module 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Math Module 2A (score range of approx. 200 to 600)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44

(score range of approx. 450 to 800) Math Module 2B

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44

Easy

Medium

Hard



Reading & Writing Module

Reading & Writing Modules

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

1. Begin here

2. Answer the Writing questions

3. Return to the beginning
4. Answer the Reading questions



PreACT Scores

Total Score
• 0 – 35

• 50th percentile ≈ 21

Section Scores: 

Math, Science, English & Reading

• 0 - 35

• 50th percentile ≈ 21

STEM: Math & Science
• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Math) score represents overall performance 

on the science and math tests.

ELA: English, Reading, & Writing 
• ELA (English Language Arts) score represents 

overall performance on the English, reading, 

and writing tests



Total Score
• 0 – 36

• 50th percentile ≈ 21

Section Scores: Math, Science, English & Reading

• 0 - 36

• 50th percentile ≈ 21

STEM: Math & Science
• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Math) score represents overall performance on 

the science and math tests.

ELA: English, Reading, & Writing 
• ELA (English Language Arts) score represents 

overall performance on the English, reading, and 

writing tests

ACT Scores



ACT Math Strategy



Contact Us!
Southern California
& Nationwide
(818) 530-4442

Northern California
(415) 997-2400

Texas
(281) 728-5785

Florida
(813) 461-6616

Email
info@triedandtruetutoring.com

Web
www.triedandtruetutoring.com

mailto:info@triedandtruetutoring.com
http://www.triedandtruetutoring.com

